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THE 


Unskilful Jirmiſher rebuked 


FOR 


BLASPHE) 


Being a Brief Anſwer to a Pamphler® 
led, A Skirmiſh made upon (uakeriſm, 


have read over a Book put forth by Fohn Chey- 

ey, called, 4 Skirmiſh made upon Quakeriſm, 

which he faith, is « brief Confutation of « moſt 
groff Principle, or Point of Doitrine maintained by one 
William Penn « Quaker. A meer Brag, as in time 
will be made manifeſt. 

william Peny's Wotds are theſe following (to clear 
his Poſition ) Sch Commands are either relating to Or« 
dinary, or Extraordinary Caſes, by Ordinary Caſes 1 
mean, ſuch as chiefly concern Faith and Holy Life which 
are General, Permanent and Indiſpenſible. 

By Extraordinary Caſes I underſtand, Moſes going to 
Pharaoh ; the Prophets ſeweral manner of Appearances 
ro the Kings, Pricfts and People of Iſrael, with other 

rary Commanas relating tooutward Services, 4nd 

ſo we as ſay, that what is commanded is ' one man, ® nob 
binding, as ſuch to autther. 
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But when the Lord ſhall ſay, if thou fianeſt thou ſhalt 


aye, if thou keepeſ# my Commandments thou ſhalt live ; 


be ye holy ; for 1 the Lord your God am holy, quoting 
theſe Scriptures, 1 Pet. 2.21, Heb, 13.7. 2 The. 3, 
And in theſe following Words laith, Theſe Precepts 
awd Examples are obliging upon all, why? becauſe they 
more or leſi meet with a Cer tiontn the Conſciences of 
all, for (faith he) 1amper ſwaded none that h is a rea- 
ſonable Soul, who h.us not out lived their Day, and on 
whom the Night is not come, amongſt the Indians them- 
ſelves, but would readily ſay, theſe are true and weivhty 
Sayings. for Faith in God and an holy Self-denying Life, 
are neceſſary both to Temporal and Eternal Heppine 
This with much more, befides a dozen pages ( in 
his Rejoyader ) of fober Confutation hath he beftow- 
ed to clear this Paſſage from ſuch ungodly Conlc. 
quences ; and'in thoſe Pages bringeth william Tindal 
that ancient Proteſtan:-Martyr, whom Fohn Fox cal- 
leth the Englith- Apoſtle; Fohn Fewe! Biſhop of Salis- 


bary, and Thomas Collier an Eminent Man amongſt 


the Weſtern-Separatifts in Confirmation of this Po- 
ſition, which Johp Chepney taketh no notice of, © 
But the very things he chargeth againſt the Q»#- 


kers, is he guilty of in every particular himſelf, and 


greater Blaſphemy did I never meet with in {0 few 
Lines, then is aſſerted by hu Cheyney; befides, ſuch 
ContradiQtion, as .none but 2 Novice durſt have 


ventured to have publiſhed to the World. 6 
er®df 


The Apoſtle Pau! who was a faithful Minift 
Chriſt, his Doctrine was ( as all his Miniſters at this 
day is) to turn People from Darkneſi to /ght,aud from 


the Power of Satan to the Power of God, Alts 26.18. * * 
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hn Cheyzey queſtions this Doctrine by ſaying; 

what if the Light be idle, negligent, fleepy, nnfai:hful, 
bri:ed and will let the Sinner fin, and aye tn Sin, 

The Scripture ſaith, John 3. 19. This is the Cox- 
demination that Light is come inte the world, and men 
love Darkneſs rather then Light, becauſe their Deeds are 
evil, for every one that d:th evil hateth the Light, nei- 
ther cometh to the Light left his Deeds ſhould be reproved 
but he that doth Truth cometh to the Light,that his Deeds 
ay be made man'feſt that they are wrought in God, 

Now ]. C's Doctrine is quite contrary, he faith, 
The Light may be negligent, iale, fleepy, will let mes fin 
and die in Sin, O horrid Blaſphemy ! 

yob ſaith, Thoſe that do wickedly rebel againſt the 

Light, Job 24. 13. 15 there any Number of his Armies, 
and upon whom doth not his Light ariſe? Job 25. 3. 
David ſaith, The Lord is my Light and my Salvation, 
whom ſhall I fear? Plalm 27.1. But /hn Cheyney faith, 
The Light within gives the Drunkard leave to be drank, 
the worldling tobe a worlaling, the Impenitent man to 
be Impenttent, when the Scripture ſaith, The Life of 
Gol was the Light of men, Joha 1, 4. and Fohn came 
to bear witaels to the Light, that all men through 
him might believe, fob» 1,7, But J. C. rather 
bears witneſs againſt it, ſaying, The Light 'within 
takes Part with the Fleſh and Satan azainſt Ged, and 
faith, There is never a Soul in Hell but he may blame 
the Light within , for if the Light within were faithful 
fo God and the Soul, it would wot ſuffer any man to live 
in Sin, anddye in Sin. 1 do think greater Wickedneſs 
never came out of 2 Prieſt's Mouth, 


Now in Contzadiction to himſelf, he faith, rs 
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Fra, Igrawt that without W Light within we could not 
Come to the Knowledge of the Scriptare, which indeed 
Is Truth, for the Light of Chriſt was the Original 
of the Scripture, and is and will be forever the Au- 
thority of the Scripture ; for the holy men of God 
ipoke as they were moved of the holy Ghoſt, in 
which is Light, Life, Power, Strength and Ability 
co all that believe in the Light, to perform thoſz 
things that the Lord requires of them, according to 
the Scripture of Truth. | 

But 4 ith F. C, Pexn and all his Partaters conceit 

franze things of the Light within, and ſet it above the 
Av__ (and what doth he leſs in ſaying, that 
without the Light within we could not come to the Know - 
ledge of them) ani this is their very Principle (faith he) 
that the Light within ſhould be our Rule, and the Scrip- 
#ure inferiour to it. 

Now let any moderate ſerious Perſons, whoſe 
Conſciences are not given up to believe Lies conſider 
whether that which giveth a right and true Under- 
ſtanding of the Scriptures ( which John Cheyney gran- 
teth we cannot come to know without the Light 
wi:hin, which is thelLight of Chriſt)be mot the more 
ſure Word of Prophecy, uato which we do w2ll to 
take heed, till the day dawn, and the Day-Star ariſe 
in our Hearts, as the Apoſtle faith ; for God is Light 
and in himis no Darknels at all , anditis the Inſpi- 
ration of the Almighty that giveth Underſtanding ; 
for we cannot think a good Thought of our ſelves, 

much leſs do agood Deed; for it is the Lord that 
worketh inus bothto will and to do of his own good 


Pleaſure. : 


(» 
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I do affirm in the Name of God, that it is prepo-. 
terouſly abſurd for any man to charge the Rebellion 
of wicked men to the Inſufficiency of the Light with- 
in, as Fohn Cheyney hath done, comparing it to a 
negligent drunken Coach man, who {lc eps and the 
Horles run Wood, orhe drives into Pits and Bogs ; 


ſo, faith he, the Light within takes Part with the Fleſh 


and Satan againſt God, avd ſuffers the Soul to be ſenſual, 
worldly and wngodly, and ſo & at leaſt the permiſſive Cas{e 
of the Sinner's Sin ana Damnation. 

This 1 do affirm is contrary to the Doctrine of 
Chriſt and his Apoflles ;. for their Doctrine was to 
turn People from Datrknels to Light, from the Pow - 
er of Satan to the Power of God, A7s 26.18. 17: 
him was Life, and the Life was the Light of men, John 
I, 4- and this 1sthe true Light that Fobn-bore record 
of, that lighteth every man that cometh into the 
World, Fohs.1. 9. fa | it 134n this Light that we be- 
lieve, by which we are certaialy per{waded that 
there 1s no Salvation nor Redemption from Sin, but 
by him who 1s (aid to be the true Lighc, that ligh: - 
eth every man that cometh into the World, which 
doth reprove ia ſecret, when no Eye ſecth, asit 15 
written, Al things that are reproved are made nauitfe!t 
by the Light ; for what ſoever 4oth make manife ft is Light, 
Epheſ. 5.13. 4d if we walk in the Light, as he 5 in 
the Light, then bave we Fellow(bipone with another, ai.d 
the Blzod of Feſwms Chriſt cleanſeth ws fromall Sin, 1 Job. 
I.7. And God who commanded Light to ſhine out of 
Darkne [i bath [binedin ow Hearts to give as 1177 Know - 
ledze of the Glory of Go inthe Face of Feſws Chrift, fs 
that we dare not blame the Light of Chriſt within, 

> 
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if men through their Rebellion bring Deſtruction 
upon themſelves, the Lightis their Condemnation, 
Fohn 3. '19. 'But ifthe Light within which ſhould be 
man's Guide, «be ſo unfaithful both to -God and man, 
as*through -its Negligence and ldleneſs { as Fohs 
< heywty blaſphemoully (aich) ſhould give leaveto fin, 
then'could -not the Light be man's Condemnation, 
but:muſt-condemn it {elf ; but I do affirm inthe 
Name of the God of Iſrael, that the Light, with 
which Chriſt hath enlightned every man that co- 
meth-into the world,” is God's faithful and true 
Witneſs, that never ſuffered Sin toigo unreproved 
in the Conlſciences of thoſe that hearken tot, and 
many can ſet totheirSeals, thatthis 1s the Reproof 
of Inſtruction, which is the Way of Life. 

Tohs Cheyney ſaith, now-comes Pen and 4 Sett of Peo- 
ple called Quakers, and cry up the Light within, aud 
gell us wemuſt hearken tothis in «ll things, and further 
then this Light within ſhall teach and lead us, we are to 
2ive mo hearkning to what the Scripture ſaith. 

Now oblerve, he hath confeſſed that” irs rrue, 
# bat without the Light within we cannot at all come to the 
Knowledge of the Seriprure, and if he would be faith- 


ful to what he grants to be true, what cauſe hath . 


he to find fault with the Quakers for minding and 
crying up the Light within, whenas himſelf ſairh, 
we cannot con:e to the Kuowledge of the Scripture without 

the Light with:2. m 
But I perceive F. C.wag ambitious to be feen to do 
ſomething in print againſt the Light, and the People 
whom God hath bleſſed ; butit is my Faith in _ 
4 that 


-” 


that it is to little purpoſe, _ to publiſh his ow! 
Shame and everlafting Conrempt :.nJeis he repent; 
for Truth is not his Covering, tt Falfho9d aud De. 
ccit, which will be ſtript oft him. and he left naked 
and bare to all whole Senſes areexerciſcd to diſcern 
betwixt Good and Evil; for certain I am he doth err 
not knowing the Scriptures nor the Power of God : 
Many other things I have in my Mind againft what 
he hath written, but believing ere long he will re- 
ceivea more full Anſwer from (ome that are more 
particularly concerned, I conclude, having nothing 
1a my Heart but Love to his Perſon, but I am an Ir- 
reconcileable Enemy to his pernicious Opinions of 
the Light within, which will be too hard for him to 
ſtrive againſt ; for the Nations of them that are ſaved 
ſhall walk in the Light of the Lamb, Rev. 21. 2.4. which 
is the Light that the Qu«ters direct People to, and 


e.alt over all, | 
warrington the 34. Bryan Sixmith, 
of the 8th. Mob 
neth, 1676. 


